CHAPTER VII
MAZE EXPERIMENTS

MAZE experiments have been carried out by a large number
of experimenters, with mice and rats mainly, but also with
other animals, including tortoises. They can also be per-
formed with human beings, either with large mazes, or with
small drawings, or in the special way to be described later
in this section.

The simplest form of maze for experimental purposes
is one in which at each choice of paths one path is a cul-de-sac.
Such a maze is shown for example in the accompanying figure.
The rat is put in at P, and when he reaches the centre H
he finds some favourite food. The length of time taken, the
number of blind alleys entered, the number of false returns
over any alley, are all noted, and a gradual improvement
is found in all these respects till the maze is learned and the
rat runs unerringly to the food box. Needless to say, care
has to be taken that he does not run by following the scent
of a former trial.

In such a maze, the law of satisfaction may be conceived
of as operating because of the dissatisfaction at having to
retrace one's steps out of a blind alley, when a wrong turn
is taken, and the satisfaction at being able to penetrate
more deeply when a correct turn is taken. On the occasion
of the first run this, and the further dissatisfaction of being
returned to the maze should the entrance P be reached
again, suffice to cause the food box to be reached ultimately.
On future runs there is the memory of the food to incite
to perseverance. Exploring along alleyways when in a
state of hunger is no doubt a native tendency in a rat, and
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